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DAY MAY BE NEAR WHEN THERE |
WILL BE NO PUTTING TO DEATH, REMAINS A MYSTER

The Religious Herald this week
prints the following timely editorial,
which is from the pen of Dr. R. H.
Pitt, the editor:

On Putting to Death.,

The recent discuselons in the pews-
pamm and the preoccupation of the
public mind with the noted offenders
in the Carroll county tragedy and
their impending doom, together with
a4 somewhat wholesale conviction of
the murderers of Rosenthal, the gam-
bler, In New York eity, not te men-
tion a number of other legal execu-
tions In our own State and else-
where—all these have set people to
thinking and inquiring concerning the
whole question of capital punishment.
Indeed, the yet larger subject of puni-
tive Justice In general is one that
ought to be sympathetically and in-
telligently studied by all good cltizens.

That some element of vindictive-
ness of vengeance lies at the root of
all punitive justice there can be little
question. In unorganized goclety the
individual avenged his own wrongs or
else some near kinsman undertook the
task. As soclety developed and the
State emerged, government- lald its
restraining hand upon the avenger
and undertook liself the task of pun-
ishment. Perhaps the philosophy of
this Is simple. The State undertakes
this task before the State can better
perform It. That, doubtless, is one
ground for the transfer of this func-
tion from the individual to organized
society. Moreover, the personal wrong
is seen to be a wrong against soclety
as well. Indeed, in the larger view,
the chief Injury Is done to organized
soclety. This would seem to be the
A, B, C of the matter. It is worth
while to note, In passing, that puni-
tive justice begins with the notion of
vengeance. This, however, is not all
of it. There is also the element of
reparation. In some way, If possible,
the wrongdoer must pay. his debt to
soclety. He Is no longer a freeman,
but by his own wrong act has en-
tered Into servitude to the society
which he has damaged. Yet another
consideration which enters into puni-
tive justice\is the security, the safety
of soclety. Hence the wrongdoer is
In many Instay ~¢s segregated from the
publie, confined within a glven space,
deprived of freedom of personal move-
ment and contact, shut out from all
ordinary pursuits of life, that his bad
example may not spread Iitself like
an immoral contagion. Yet another
element that enters Into the matter
of punitive justice is Its deterrent ef-
fect upon others. The theory is that
if the wrongdoer {8 promptly and se-
verely punished for his misdeeds,
then the man who s tempted to do
wrong will often be deterred by the
apprehension of a like fate.

In modern thmes stress has been
Iald upon yet another feature of puni-
tive justice, namely, the reformatory
element. Those who insist upon this,
maintaln that if by the segregation of
the eriminal, by humane treatment
of him, by seeking to ehow him the
wrongness of his course, he can be
made worthy of restoration to society,
thias will be the best possible disposi-
tion to make of him.

Now, in view of this rough-and-
réady annlysis of the notion of puni-
tive justice, does the taking of life by
the State Iin cases of extreme wrong-
doing Dbetter meet the necessities of
soclety and better accomplisty the pur-
poses of punitive justice than any
other form of punishment administer-

ed by the State?

Those who belleve in the penalty of
death as a punishment for certaln
forms of c¢crime have at any rate the
argument of antiquity. Indeed, the
idea of capital punishment seems, as
someone has said, “a part of the
primal concepts of the race.” Yet
the first murderer, Cain, was not exe-
cuted for his crime; but a mark was
s#el upon him to guarantee his safety.
The firet divine word in favor of the
death penalty Is found in the sixth
verse of the ninth chapter of Genesis:
“Whosoever shall shed man's blood,
his blood shall be shed.” Among the
Jews capital punishment was a fea-
ture of their eriminal code and was
prescribed for many offenses, such as
murder, wilful assault upon parents,
cursing a man's father or mother, man
stealing, etc. The ancient Greeks also
had the death penalty, administered in
the case of freemen by poison; crimi-
nals of low social grade were beaten
to death with cudgels. Among the
Romans there was a variety of meth-
ods of inflicting death, among them
crucifixion., In England, during the
reign of George the Third, Blackstone
wrote:

“It is a melancholy truth that among
the variety of actions which are daily
liable to commit, no less than one hun-
dred and gixty have been declared by
act of Parliament to be felonlous with-
out benefit of clergy; or, in other
words, to be worthy of instant death.”

We can hardly believe the recordas.
The English law in the reign of George
the Third “provided that a person con-
victed of treason of any kind should be
drawn or dragged to the place of exe-
cution; that In case of high treason,
affecting the king's person or govern-
ment, the person convicted should be
disembowelled while stlll alive, be-
headed, and his body divided into four

quarters.” On the ground that these
dreadful penalties would prevent
crime, executions were almost in-

variably public and vast throngs at-
tended them.

Great changes have taken place in
public opinfon concerning the whole
matter. The number of offenses pun-
ishable by death has been steadily di-
minishing. I would seem to be true
that the makers of the law discovered
that the extreme severity “of punish-
ment did not produce the desired
effect, Op this ground, in part, we
must account for the fact that the

whole tendency has been towardjthe
reduction of capital offenses ang@® to-
ward the private execution of\ the

death sentence.

The conflict between the advocates
and the opponents of the death penalty
still goes on. At the present tima most
governments of the earth Inflict the
death penalty. 1t has been abolished
in Italy, Holland, Belgium, Portugal,
Roumania and most of the Cantons of
Switzerland. It has also been discon-
tinued In Michigan, Rhode Island,
Wisconsin, lowa and Maine. Colorado
abolished it In 1897, but as a result
of a lynching outbreak in 1900, it
was restored in 1801, In Russia death
is inflicted only for treason and mili-
tary insubordination. It hae fallen into
practical disuse in Finland
afa.

These facts, gathered from varjous
sources, may be of interest to readers

and Prus

of the Herald. Later on we hope to
make some attempt to comment upon
them and to interpret them.

MARK TWAIN A POOR SPECIMEN
AND POET LONGFELLGY, TO0O

Here are some of the opinions,
literary and otherwise, of Frank
Harris, English editor and Shake-
spearean critle:

Emerson is one of the six great
writers of English literature. He
is the only *“crowned king of
Amerlcan letters.”

Mark Twain is one of the poor-
est specimens of the man of let-
ters to be found anywhere.

Longfellow goes along
Mark Twain.

Kipling is a genius who really
stopped his output at fourteen.

with

He has done nothing worthy in
his late work.
George Bernard Shaw (s an

abler man than any cabinet min-
ister within my recollection.
Arnold Bennett is8 an able man
enough, but how could any man
attempt to describe New York
after a four days’ visit? For the
rest, he Is making £10,000 a yvear.
I have been a lawyer in Amer-
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jea, & journalist in England and a
hotel keeper in France. Those
are the lowest stages of existence
possible in those three countries,

~“I have been a lawyer in America,
i/ journalist in England and a hotel
keeper in France. Those are the low-
est stages of existence possible, re-
spectively, in the three countries
named."”

That's the way Frank Harris, the
BEnglish editor and Shakespearean
eritic, introduced himself to inter-
viewers yesterday, with a smile which
indicated that he had rather enjoyed
the experience.

Mr. Harris has come over here to
glvg lectures on Shakespeare and
other toples, and arrived Monday on
the George Washington. He is under
the management of Arnold Daly, the
actor, who himself holds a few rec-

fords. The interview was in Mr. Daly's

apartment, 471 Park Avenue. AsS one
coming stralght from London it may

JAMES RIVER
Night Line

STEANBRS BERKLEY and \
Pare First-Class $2.00 ench way, incinding Bexrth '

be noted that Mr. Harris wore a sack
coat. and trouvgera of mixed gray, a
waistcoat of dark green, a blue-and-
white polka dot butterfly tie and tan
ghoes with half cloth uppers.

Mr. Daly, who assisted at the -
terview, wore pajamas (not silk), a
dressing gown and bathroom slippers.

Praise for Bernard Shaw,

Mr, Harrle 8§ a short, stocky man
with 2 heavy dark moustache. His
voice i deep and melodious, and es-

fally .80 when he talks about
mkmu. For it is as a Shake-

in Statercom. Second-Class incloding Berth $1.50 ,;‘J‘ b spearean critic that Mr. Harris is best
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novels lke *“The Bomb” and “The
Modern Idyll” and short stories llke
“Montes,”
‘when he can talk about Shakespeare

nd his book, "“The Man Shake-

& 1" he said, "who showed

e Englis

ut of these will say little
" which created a furor two

Shakespeare
h would have
e great p&at, to end his

P Timon
Lear Into contented

W he went to
: with the

Elizabeth Court brought on a contro-
versy with Bernard Shaw. Shaw wrote
a play called “The Dark Lady of the
Sonnets,”” and Harris promptly ac-
cused Shaw of plagiarism, and the
battle was a hot one In literary cir-
cles.

But that does not prevent Mr., Har-
ris from saying that Shaw I8 the best
journalist in England today, and he

added:
“Shaw is an abler man than any
cabinet minister in office today or

within my recollection. Cheek, bluff
and the capacity to oeat the best man
of the moment is all that put Balfour
or Lloyd-George or Minister Churchill
in the cabinet. On the other hand, a
journalist lke Shaw must write
against the best men of all ages—apd
Journalism is the worst paid profes-
sion in the world.” 3

From journalism to
Harris skipped easily.

Mark Twain Poor Specimen,

“Your Emerson,” he said, “is one of
the six great writers of English—the
only ‘crowned king' of literature vou
have. The six are Shakespeare, Ba-
con, Willlam PBlake, Browning, Dar-
win and Emergon, Mark Twaln is the
poorest specimen of the man of letters
known, and Longfellow goes along in
his company.

“Kipling had genias, but he stopped
growing at fourteen. His storles never
gEot beyond that stage of development.
Arnold Bennett is an able man. But
how could any man attempt to de-
scribe New York after a four days’
visit? For the rest Bennett Is making
£10,000 a year."

Mr. Harris was a war correspond-
ent in the Turko-Russian war of 1878.
He sees crushing defeat for the Triple
Allfance If it should come to blows
with the Triple Entente.

Mr. Harrls, who is about fifty-six,
was In this country between the ages
of fifteen and twenty-two. He was
& cowboy in the Rlo Grande region and
drove his cattle to Kansas City, Then
he studied law and was admitted to
the bar. Incidentally he was reporter
fn Chicago and wrote such a thrilling
story of a fire he didn't see that he
loat his job.

The first lecture, “Shakespeare As
Friend and Lover,” will be given at
the Lyceum Theater on December 8th.
His last book, "“Shakespeare's Wo-
men,"” has just been published by
Mitchell Kennerley. Mr. Harris was
a special correspondent for the World
at the coronation of George V.

literature Mr.

Swifter Than the Wind.

A near race riot happened in a
Southern town. The negroes gathered
in one crowd and the whites in an-
other. The whites fired thelr revolvers
into the alr and the negroes took to
their heels, Next day a plantation
owner said to one of his men: “Sam,
were you in that crowd that gathered
last night?"

“Yassir."

“Did you run like the wind, Sam?"

“No, sir, I dldn't run like the wind,
‘deed I didn’t. But I passed two nig-

{gers that was running llke the wind,”

Endeavoring To Be Pollte.
“Look out down there!" yvelled Pat,
after a heavy beam had fallen frcm
the sixteenth story. i
“What's the use looking out [no

ATTACK ON GIRL

LICHMOND, YA.—Special.
Pleading guilty. through his
©counsel, o the charge, and ap-
parenuy wishing to hush the CASe
up, Heary Allen, a married man,
pald a ‘ﬂnc of $20 and cousts in
Police Court Thursday morning for
publicly attacking a young wo-
man, who refused to divulge her
name to the police, at Ninth and
d Streets last might. Attor-
ney Lovenstein represented Allen.
Upon the Instant the case was
called Mr. Lovenstein hurried up
to the bar and exclaimed, “We
plead gulity.”

“When a man pleads guilty to
a charge there is us SOmMe-
thing more than s charged be-
bind it,”” Justice Crutchfield ex-
plained. “I am suspiclous.”

The young woman in the case
wWas nol present in court. Justice
Crutchfield was not disposed to go
into the case without the young
woman, but finally to ac-
cept the plea of guilt. A fine of
$20 was imposed on Allen,

“We are satisfied,” Attorney
Lovenstein sald,
Detective Sergeant Jobhn ¥,

Wiley testified that he and De-
tectives Gordon P. Smith and
Charles W. Atkinson were stand-
ing in front of the Richmond
Hotel about 11 o'clock, when a
pedestrian hurried up to them
and explained that a white man
was altacking a young woman on
Broad Street, When the officers
reached the scene Allen had hold
of the young woman’'s throat with
his left hand, while he flourished
a knife in his right. According
to Detective Wiley, the man was
threatening to cut her “d—
throat."” Before  the  officers
forced the man to release his
hold upon the girl he seized a
feather muflf that was about her
neck and wre it

The girl, together with a wo-
man companion, ran from the spot
northwamd along Ninth Street and
were pursued by Detective Atkin-
son. They hurried into S0415
East Leigh Street, where, when
followed by the detective, they ad-
mitted they lived, but, when
questioned by Atkinson, refused to
give thelr names. Allen’s victim is
about nineteen ypars old, and is
sald to be pretty. A handbag,
which she dropped In her flight,
bore the name “Nell,” This was
recovered by one of the officers
and retarned o ber. The girl
would assign no reason for Allen’s
conduct, nor would she prefer a
charge.

Acrrording to the police, the girl
had attended the performance at
the Bijou Theater. Allen, it ap-
pears, walted outside for her,
and, 'n she emerged, he fol-
lowed t# Ninth and Broad, where
he stopped her. She turned and
was on the eve of leaving Allen,
when he clutched her lirst by the
wrist amd afterwards bt the
throat. The scneams of the girl
attracted the attention of others,
who harried up. Wonld-be res-
cuers kept a safe distance, how-
ever, as Allen was brandishing the
knife In the alr and daring any-
one (o come within reach of him.
It was at this juncture that a
thounghtful bysitander remembered
having seen officers at Ninth and
Grace Streels, and went In guest
of them,

The police have no information
as to what led Allen to make the
attack on the young woman.

Allen, after his arrest last nlght,
wan hustled into the police patrol
and taken to the First Station,
where he wasn loeked up for the
night. He had been drinking. His
connsel argued this In extenuation
before Justice Crutchfield today,

Detective Wiley, In  reply to n
question from the lawyer, sald that
the accused was “very much™ un-
der the Influence of whiskey.

A charge of belng drunk and dis-
orderly was entered agninst him.
Justice Crutehfield this morning
was on the polnt of changing the
charge to assault, when Allen pled
gullty to the first charge.

Allen lives In Fulton. He s sald
to have three children. His wife,
it is understood, Is sulng bhim for
divorece.

The boarding house at which the
young woman s staying is conduct-
ed by W. E, Hass.

A Rule That Worked Both Ways.

When he had carefully examined the
shoes the physician had brought In
for repalrs the Géerman cobbler handed

them back, saving: *“Dem shoes ain't
worth mending, doctor.”

“Very well, Hans,"” said the doctor;
“then, of course, 1 won't have anything
done to them.,”

“NVell, but I sharge you feefly cens
already ye."

“*Why, wha for?"

“NVy, when I came to see vou de udder
day you sharged me t'ree dollara for

telling me dot dere ain't noddings der
matter mit me.”

300 sallors and officers of the fourth
division of the Atlantic fleet will eat
their Thanksgiving dinner here.

Headed by Rear-Admiral Fletcher's
flagship, the Minnesota, the ships en-
tered the Delta of the Mississippl today
They will remain here a week.,

Our Most Crowded Street.

The supreme sensation of the East
Side is the sensation of its astoundd-
ing populousness, The most populous
street in the world—Rivington Street
—jz a sight not to be forgotten, Com-
pared to this, an up-town thorough-
fare of crowded middle~class flats in
the open country—is an uninhablted
desert! The architecture seemed to
sweat humanity at every window ana
door, The roadways were often im-
passable, The thought of the hidden
interiors was terrifying. Indeed, the
hidden interiors would not bear think-
ing about. The fancy shunned them
—a problem not to be settled by sud-
den municipal edicts, but only by the
efMux of generations. Confronted by
this spectacle of sickly-faced immortal

ing existences; who amuse themsealves,
who enrich themselves, who very of-
ten lift themselves out of the swarm-
ing warren and leave it forever, but
whose dally experience in the warren
is merely and simply horrible—con-
fronted by thizs Incomparable and
overwhelming phantasmagoria (for
such it séems), one is foolishly apt
to protest, to inveigh, to accuse, The
answer to futile animadversions was
in my particular friend’s query: “"Well,
what are you going to do about it?"—
Arnold Bennett, in Harper's Magazine
for November.

Brief Sketch of His Life.

William Waugh 8mith was born at
Warrenton, Va, March 12, 1845, be-
ing a son of Professor Richard M.
Smith. His mother’'s maiden name
was Ellen Blackwell.

Mr. Smith enlisted in the Confed-
erate army in 1862 amd served until
the close of the war.

wounded in battle, After the hostili-

A. B degree in 1871.

"ll
called s man who had narrov ea-
caped being crushed.

“There mayn't be anny use I
thought you :nlght be pravok L X
-didn’t_notice it."—Judge's Lit

principal of Bethel Academy. From | MATIWCS, G H, VA
1878 to 1886 he was a professor at
Randolph-Macon lege,  belng

A g W

NEW ORLEANS, LA.— Special. The

He was twice

tles he went to Randolph-Macon Col-
lege, Ashland, Va., where he took the
From 1871 to
1878 he was associate principal and
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elected to the presidency of that in-
stitution in 1886 This position he
held until he became chancellor of
the Randolp-Macon system of col-
leges and academies, which office he
held at the time of his death.

In 1891 Dr. Smith set to work look-
ing to the organization of the Ran-
dolph-Macon Woman's College here,
which he opened in 1893 with thirty-
elght puplis. Today the enrollment Is
576; the college property Is valued at
$500,000 and the school is known as
the “Vassar of the South,” nearly all
of which has been accomplished
through Dr. Smith's efforts.

Dr. Emith was one of the
known educators of the South. Dr. E.
A. Alderman, president of the Uni-
versity of Virginia, once sald of him
that he had done more for education
in the South than any one other man
within Li=i borders. He was a prom-
inent member of the Virginia Con-
ference of the Methodist Church, a
leader In the Virginla Anti-Saloon
League and served one term of four
yYears In the Lynchburg City Coun-
cll. Dr. Smith was also an author
of note. He wrote sgeveral books,
tracts, magazine articles and numer-
ous poems.,

His health began to fail a year ago.
He spent three months in Southern
California and took several coastwise
ocean trips, but little good came of
thege. Upon his return it was ap-
parent that his malady (Bright's dis-
-*;mir-J was bringing him rapldly to his
end.

Dr. Smith was a warm personal
friend of President-elect Wilson, and
one of his last rational acts was to
send him a warm congratulatory tel-

best

egram upon hearing the results of
Tuesday's election. He was a mem-
ber of Rivermont Avenue Methodist

Church, and frequently supplied pul-
pits in the city and State.

Dr. Smith gave his life for the Wo-
man’'s College, working until a few
years ago for less than many pro-
fesgors receive In other schools of the
~4. .2, and only taking an Increass in
salary when it was forced upon him |
by his executive committee. |
He was twice married. His second
wife, who was Miss Marion Love How-
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Ison, of Alexandria, Va., survives him.
The couple were married January 27,
1875.

In Lynchburg, where he spent the
Iast twenty vears of his life, Dr. Smith
wns beloved and respected in no small
degree. All Lynchburg mourns him
today for he was one of her first
citizens and a man who had done
much for the city.
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WITH THE EDITORS

Once we sald of an Industrious man

that he worked like a Turk. Hereaf-
ter, we will say of the fNimflammed
one that he has been worked llke a

Turk.—Alexandria News,

Ettor, Glovannitti and Caruso are
“not gullty.” Still we can manage our
own affalrs over here without the
guidance of their fine Italian hands.—
Newport News Times-Herald,

A Philadelphia gas expert has mar-
ried a chorus girl, according to a news

item. Did he meter in New York?—
Bristol Herala-Courier,
They are talking now of farming

with brains, which, we take it, {58 an
improvement on the old way of farm-
ing with a crick in the back.—Abing-
d?n Virginian.

Probably Jack Johnson would not
have compared himself to Napoleon
if he had stopped to reflect that Na-
poleon is also a “dead one”™
Valley Virginian.

The goose that laid the golden egg
is a back number when compared with
the American hen with her annual
output worth $3,000,000,000.—Warren
Sentinel.

Dr. Wiley, the food expert, savs It
is better to be a steer than a man,
that stock cars are fumigated while
Pullmans are not. We presume there
is no objection to the doctor riding
in a fumigated stock car if he so de-
sires.—Blackstone Courler,

“Did it ever occur to you,” asks the
Atlanta Journal, **that nearly all your
mistakes are self-made?” Sure! But
our firast parent on the paternal side

that he just can't resist it.
—Norfolk Virginian-Fllot.

It is impossible to judge & politician
by the company he Keeps; vou seldom
see him with the same bunch twice.—
Staunton Leader.

“YOU GIRLS! BRING
A MAN WITH YOU"
CHICAGO, Special.—The co-eds of
Northwestern University were urged
by President Harris In his ¢hapel ad-

creatures, who lle closer than any |dress Thursday to go out in the by-
other wild animals would lie; who|ways and hedges during their Thanks-
live picturesque, feverish and appall- | giving vaeation and drum up students

for the.school,

“This schop! needs more men,” he
sald. “You girls can get them, When
you come back bring a man with
vou—each of you.

Giggles were heard in all parts of
the room,

“That's just what T mean,"” he sald.
“The freshman class is going to be
gshort of men. You know where to
find them.” More glggles.

“Your home town |s the place to
find eligible young men to make up
the freshman class,” continued the
president. “Hunt them up, talk to
them, bring them with you.”

“We'll just hunt up every stray
man in Illinois and make him go to
Northwestern if he isn't too big!"™
they agreed.

Dr. M. S. FOSTER
Pentist.

LESLIE C. GARNETT

Attorney-at-Law,
MATHEWS, VA

Will practice In the Courts of the

Countes of Mathewa, Middlesex and
Gloucester. :

Old Farms
Made New

Bigger Crops—Better Produce.
Your land is only worth what it
will produce. 1If it is run down
and unproductive, our

Ground Oyster Shell

will bring splendid crops. Woth-
ing equals #t for

__ALFALFA

The Virginia Agricultural Board
urges every farmer ¢o use ft.

PEERLESS OYSTER |CO

now.—
|

began the custom of “blaming it on"
somebody else, and the habit has long
since become so chronie with man |

That's all. |

BALTIMORE, MD,

0PIV NIVIFIVELES 000 P0O
Joyner’s
GUI-A-COL

A new remedy for Coughs, Colds,
Croup, Sore Throat, Hoarseness

Asthma, Bronchitls and all
'@ Throoat, Ches§ and Lung
Tronbles.

Allays Irritation, reduces in-

| flammation and removes the

cause,
It helps you or we refund your

money.
PRICE 25 Cts.
For Sale by all Druggists

and
C. H, HUDGINS,
T. D, HUDGINS,
W. 0. HUDGINS

HUDSON & HUDGINS,
E. BAKER & (0.,
General Merchants,
George J. Diggs
Th. GU"“A'(OL Me‘o C.I.
Incorporated
PORTSMOUTH, YA.

e R S R O RO N S
e a s o N AN SN Y Y VeV
Our
Glasses

are made from the finest mate-
rials procurable, by skilled ex-
perts, in our own workshops.

Mail Orders

are given our prompt and care-
ful attention, and returned oa

the next mail after receipt of
same,

6. L. HALL GPTICAL €0., ING.

Norfolk, Richmond, Lymchburg.
&8 Granby St, NORFOLK, VA.
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